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Lesson three is a reading passage, such as an article, that often deals with 

cultural issues related to business. It is accompanied by five reading 

comprehension activities based on the subskills tested in the BEC 

examination, and five language usage questions, based on the language 

point(s) covered in the unit. Language points are selected using the criteria of 

what would be the most useful to the student in a business environment.  

 

Case Studies 

In addition to the 24 main units, eight case studies are included in the 

program. These case studies each consist of a slide show of a professional in 

his or her place of work, talking about a problem or dilemma. The student is 

asked to pick an appropriate solution for the problem based on four to five 

different types of information provided. A specific text type is also introduced 

and elaborated upon in each case study (resume, white paper, etc.) While a 

few new vocabulary items are introduced in the case studies, in the main, the 

vocabulary from the 24 core units is re-entered.  
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The professions covered in the case studies are information technology, 

human resources, marketing, finance and accounts, sales, import/export, 

logistics and customer care. Each case study is accompanied by a More 

Activities worksheet with pre, while, and post viewing tasks. 

 

Online Assessment 

The BEC examination is quite specific in its test structure and as such, Q 

Business Online endeavors to give students ample experience with the types 

of questions and testing situations they will face. At the end of the course of 

study, a 45-minute abridged examination (in two versions) on the listening and 

reading components of the BEC examination is included in the program. This 

serves as the basic summative assessment of the program.  

 

On-going formative assessment, however, is found in the lesson activities as 

learners may return to units if their rate of success is low.  

The product makes the learner a partner in the assessment process by 

allowing the possibility of feedback on activities at the learner’s request. In 

case studies, full explanations of each answer are available. 
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